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SECOND GENERAL SESSION 

(Tuesday morning, June 24, 1913) 

The PRESIDENT: We are to start this 
morning with the committee reports. Un- 
less, however, undue objections are made 
we shall read these by title and, like 
the members of Congress, ask leave to 
print. A number of them indeed are in 
printed form and have been distributed 
and you have doubtless found them on the 
chairs as you entered the hall. I may say 
that some of these reports are unusually 
strong in that they represent the work of a 
year of very careful thought and investiga- 
tion by their members. If you will take 
the time, either at this conference or after 
you get home, to read these reports, you 
will greatly profit from the labors of these 
respective committees. The printed re- 
ports comprise those of the secretary, the 
treasurer, the trustees of the endowment 
fund, the publishing board, the committee 
on bookbinding, the committee on book- 
buying, the committee on federal and state 
relations; and reports have also been 
received in manuscript, by the secre- 
tary, from the committees on co-operation 
with the National Education Association, 
library administration, library training and 
work with the blind. Unless it is requested 
that any particular one of these reports 
be read at this time we shall pass them 
over and commit them to the secretary 
for inclusion in the printed conference pro- 
ceedings. 

The above mentioned reports are here 
printed in full. 

SECRETARY'S REPORT 

The third report of the present secre- 
tary and the fourth since the establish- 
ment of a headquarters office is here sub- 
mitted to the association. The material 
conditions of headquarters are practically 
identical with those reported a year ago; 
we are still the recipients of the gener- 
osity of the board of directors of the Chi- 
cago public library, the large room fur- 
nished free by them being more and more 
appreciated as we compare our commodi- 
ous quarters with those greatly inferior 



where a rent is charged which would be 
prohibitive to the funds of the A. L. A. 
For the continued courtesy and unfail- 
ing kindness of the librarian of the Chi- 
cago public library and his able staff I 
cannot find adequate words. It is unques- 
tionably a decided advantage for the exec- 
utive office of the A. L. A. to be in close 
proximity to a large reference collection 
and to a competent corps of library ex- 
perts. In these respects we are fortunate 
not only in the Chicago public library, but 
also in the John Crerar and Newberry 
libraries which so admirably supplement 
each other in forming reference facilities 
of a high order. 

The routine work of the year has much 
ot it so closely resembled in kind that of 
last year that the secretary feels it un- 
necessary to rehearse it again in detail, 
but respectfully refers inquiry on this 
point to his report at the Ottawa confer- 
ence. In quantity it is rapidly increasing; 
there are more letters to write; there is 
more proof to read; more personal calls 
from librarians and others as the estab- 
lishment of the office becomes known; 
there are more arrangements to be made 
for the many-sided interests of the Asso- 
ciation. The Publishing Board's work is 
likewise increasing, and with the removal 
of the Booklist office from Madison to 
Chicago headquarters, which will be made 
in the near future, additional duties will 
devolve on the general office, even though 
that periodical has its own special staff. 
These things, however, are as we desire 
they should be and we are pleased to see 
indications that the funds of the Associa- 
tion are going to permit the enlargement 
of the work as this is found advisable. 

The Office as an Information Bureau — 
In no way is this growth quite so notice- 
able as in the increased correspondence 
through which the executive office is used 
as an information bureau on library econ- 
omy. For a time after the establishment 
of the office this correspondence was 
naturally almost entirely with librarians. 
The letters of the past year, however, have 
shown that our existence is becoming 
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known to others. We are being told the 
problems of the library committees of 
women's clubs; of manufacturers who 
wish to get their workmen interested in a 
business library; of business men who are 
thinking of establishing such a library; of 
young men and women who are consider- 
ing librarianship as a vocation and do 
not know the proper steps to take to get 
the necessary training and experience; 
and of publishers and of book-sellers who 
are referring various matters to our office. 
These things in addition to the steady 
daily stream of correspondence with li- 
brarians in every state of the union. Last 
year we recorded that our actual corres- 
pondence averaged 67 letters a day for a 
period covering several months. It has 
been considerably greater the past year. 
This includes, of course, all correspond- 
ence relative to publications, membership 
matters, and business routine. Several 
months ago the secretary printed 10,000 
little leaflets mentioning some of the ways 
in which the A. L. A. can assist in library 
informational lines. About half of these 
have been distributed, mainly in channels 
outside of regular library work and among 
those who perhaps had not previously 
learned of headquarters and of our pub- 
lications. 

Membership — Last year it was the privi- 
lege of the secretary to report that the 
membership was larger than ever before 
in the history of the Association. We are 
now glad to be able to say that there is 
a substantial increase in membership over 
last year. In January, the secretary 
mailed with the annual membership bills 
an appeal to members to help again this 
year as they did last in securing new 
members. This appeal has been very ef- 
fectual; many have been instrumental in 
securing one or more new members and 
the secretary desires here to thank all 
those who have so kindly assisted in this 
campaign. During the late winter and 
early spring many personal letters were 
written to librarians and library boards 
asking them to have their libraries be- 
come institutional members of the A. L. 



A., and many have responded favorably. 
Several hundred personal letters were also 
addressed to those who had recently, ac- 
cording to the news columns in the li- 
brary periodicals, changed their positions, 
presumably for the better financially. 

When the last handbook was printed, in 
October, 1912, there were 2,365 members 
of the A. L. A. Since then to June 1st, 
1913, 192 new individual members and 
40 new institutional members have joined, 
a total of 232. On the other hand, the 
association has lost 11 members by death, 
35 have resigned, and judging by the ex- 
perience of previous years about 160 mem- 
bers will probably fail this year to renew 
their membership and will consequently 
be dropped from the rolls. It is likely that 
enough new members will join at the 
Kaaterskill Conference to offset in num- 
bers those whose membership lapses and 
that the net membership in the 1913 
handbook will probably be about 2,550 or a 
gain of about 185 over 1912. 

The income from membership dues is 
in consequence steadily increasing. For 
the calendar year 1911 the total amount 
from this source was $5,325.46 (including 
exchange on checks); in 1912, $6,236.18; 
and for 1913 we hope the total amount will 
not be far short of $7,000. 

Publicity — The usual methods to secure 
as much publicity as possible have been 
followed. The library periodicals have, of 
course, been kept informed of what the 
office was doing that would interest the 
library public. We have sent news notes 
from time to time to the Dial, Nation, New 
York Times Review of Books, Bookman, 
Education Review, American City, and 
other magazines, and to about 180 of the 
prominent newspapers of the country. 
Several articles regarding the conference 
were given to the Associated Press, and 
to news syndicates. Before the Ottawa 
Conference, the Associated Press sent to 
all their subscribers a multigraphed por- 
tion of the president's address. The 
Association needs more money for this 
publicity work and more time should be 
spent on it than the secretary has been 
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able to spend. Its results at present are 
far from satisfactory and we hope that 
with growth of income a more systematic 
publicity department can be organized, 
perhaps modelled somewhat after the ex- 
cellent methods employed by Prof. J. W. 
Searson, who conducts the publicity work 
of the National Education Association. 

Registration for library position — The 
executive office has from its inception 
been something of a free employment 
bureau for librarians ' and library as- 
sistants, who for proper and sufficient rea- 
sons desire to change their positions. 
This year the work has been somewhat 
more systematized by the use of a printed 
registration blank, which is sent on re- 
quest to any member of the association. 
The questions asked on this blank are as 
follows: 

Date of this registration. 

Name in full. 

Address (permanent). 

Address (temporary, or until ) . 

State fully all schools (above grammar 
grade) and colleges or universities you 
have attended, with period of attendance 
at each. 

Degrees, when and where obtained. 

Have you traveled abroad? When? 
Where? How long? 

Languages you read easily. 

Languages you read with assistance of 
a dictionary. 

Library training and experience. 

Positions held, with approximate dates; 
and salary received. 

Nature of appointment desired. 

Salary expected. 

Part of country preferred. 

Physical condition. 

References. 

Forty-two librarians have thus far regis- 
tered on these blanks and five or six of 
these have been helped to new positions. 
The secretary has helped in the filling of 
some fifteen library positions aside from 
those using the registration blank. 

If, however, the service to those seek- 
ing positions, and to those seeking capa- 
ble librarians and assistants is to be as 
important and far-reaching as we wish 
to make it, the office must have knowledge 
of vacancies as well as of persons wanting 
positions. Library boards and librarians 



are cordially invited to correspond with 
the secretary when in need of library 
workers. 

Library Plans — During the year a num- 
ber of valuable additions have been made 
to our collection of architects' plans of 
library buildings. We want more, particu- 
larly good plans of buildings costing from 
$25,000 to $75,000, as these are most in 
demand. Will librarians and boards who 
have recently acquired new buildings bear 
our needs in mind? These plans have 
from the beginning proved useful, and if 
a fair number of the latest type of plans 
could be added the collection would be 
increasingly useful and used. 

Library Pension Systems — During the 
year the year the secretary has been 
making efforts to collect information 
about pension systems in operation in li- 
braries or plans being made for pensions. 
No great progress has been made, due 
perhaps to the fact that not many libraries 
are as yet contemplating a pension sys- 
tem. The secretary will be glad to receive 
information from any librarian or board 
who has not yet written him on this 
subject. 

A. L. A. Representatives at State Meet- 
ings — President Legler was the official 
representative at the Ohio meeting, 
Newark, October 21-24; at the Illinois- 
Missouri joint meeting, St. Louis, October 
24-26; and South Dakota conference, 
Mitchell, November 25-27. He also ad- 
dressed the Long Island Library Club on 
the work of the A. L. A. on October 17th. 

Mr. T. W. Koch, member of the Execu- 
tive Board, was the official representative 
to the Indiana state meeting, Terre Haute, 
October 17-19. 

Dr. Arthur E. Bostwick, ex-president of 
the A. L. A., represented the Association 
at the North Dakota conference, Mayville, 
October 1-2; Minnesota meeting, Fari- 
bault, October 2-4; and Iowa meeting at 
Nevada, October 8-10. 

Secretary Utley represented the A. L. 
A. at the Illinois-Missouri meeting, St. 
Louis, October 24-26; Oklahoma meeting, 
Muskogee, May 14-15; and was present un- 
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officially at Niagara Falls, "New York li- 
brary week," September 23-28. The secre- 
tary has also lectured before the New 
York state library school, the Training 
school for children's librarians of the 
Pittsburgh Carnegie library, and the Uni- 
versity of Illinois library school. 

Necrology. The Association has lost by 
death eleven members since the confer- 
ence of a year ago. The list includes an 
ex-president of the A. L. A., and one of 
the most prominent librarians of the 
country; a business man who had for 
years taken a deep interest in library 
progress; an eminent churchman who has 
for many years maintained his connection 
with the national association; the librar- 
ian of a large university; the librarian 
of a well known public library ; and 
several others who at their several posts 
have faithfully performed their duties and 
rendered their contributions to the work 
in which they were engaged. 

The list follows: 

Clarence W. Ayer, librarian of the Cam- 
bridge (Mass.) public library, died April 
12, 1913. He was previously connected 
with Western Reserve University, but had 
been engaged in library work in Massa- 
chusetts for a number of years. He had 
been a member of the A. L. A. since 1900 
(No. 1984) and had attended four confer- 
ences. 

Dr. John Shaw Billings, director of the 
New York public library, died March 11, 
1913. Successful as an army surgeon dur- 
ing the war between the states, he later 
assumed charge of the Surgeon-General's 
library and brought it to recognition as 
one of the most celebrated medical li- 
braries in the world, and compiled an 
index catalog that has taken a place 
among the permanent monuments of bibli- 
ography. Coming to New York in 1895, he 
began the stupendous work of bringing 
the various libraries of that city under 
one great system, releasing funds tied by 
legal complications, and superintending 
the erection of a central building costing 
nearly ten millions of dollars. These 
tasks he lived to accomplish and they re- 



main as his lasting monument. He was 
president of the A. L. A. for the year 
1901-02, and presided at its Magnolia con- 
ference. He joined the association in 
1881 (No. 404) and attended six of its 
conferences. See Public Libraries, 18: 
148-9; Library Journal, 38, 212-14. 

Bertha Coit, assistant in the New York 
public library, died July 22, 1912. She 
joined the Association in 1904 (No. 3167), 
and attended the conferences of 1904 and 
1907. 

Right Rev. William Croswell Doane, 
Bishop of Albany, and for many years 
vice-chancellor of the University of the 
State of New York, died May 16, 1913. He 
joined the A. L. A. in 1893 (No. 1125) and 
although he attended none of the confer- 
ences had steadily maintained his interest 
in library work and retained his member- 
ship in the Association. 

Jennie S. Irwin, first assistant in the 
Mt. Vernon (N. Y.) public library, djed 
Nov. 8, 1912. She joined the Association in 
1902 (No. 2437) and attended the confer- 
ences of 1906 and 1908. 

Walter Kendall Jewett, librarian of the 
University of Nebraska, since 1906, died 
March 3, 1913. He was previously librar- 
ian of the medical department of the John 
Crerar library, and had been notably suc- 
cessful in his library work. He joined the 
Association in 1904 (No. 3109) and at- 
tended four conferences. 

Charles A. Larson, editor of publications 
of the Chicago public library, died August 
19, 1912. He had been connected with the 
Chicago library for many years and was 
highly valued. His able work in the ref- 
erence department will be long remem- 
bered. He joined the Association in 1901 
(No. 2373) and after lapsing membership 
rejoined in 1910. He attended the Mack- 
inac conference. 

Rev. William Ladd Ropes, librarian- 
emeritus of the Andover Theological Sem- 
inary, at Andover, Massachusetts, died 
December 24, 1912. He was well known 
to the librarians of an earlier generation. 
He joined the A. L. A. in 1877 (No. 106) 
and attended three A. L. A. conferences, 
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and the London international conference interested layman. See Library Journal, 

of 1877. 38:89; Public Libraries, 18:57. 

Charles Carroll Soule, of Boston, long Nelson Taylor, bookseller of New York, 
identified with the book publishing busi- of the firm of Baker & Taylor, died June 
ness and interested in library work, died 26, 1912. He had been a member of the 
Jan. 7, 1913. He was trustee of the Brook- A. L. A. since 1906 (No. 3531). 
line (Mass.) public library from 1889-1899, Bertha S. Wildman, secretary to the 
member of the A. L. A. Publishing Board librarian of the Carnegie library of Pitts- 
from 1890-1908, second vice-president of burgh and a member of the faculty of the 
the A. L. A. in 1890; and a member of the Training school for children's librarians, 
Council 1893-96 and 1900-05. Mr. Soule was died February 19, 1913. She was a gradu- 
an expert on library planning, having writ- ate of Pratt Institute library school and 
ten a book, and numerous articles on this previous to her connection with the Pitts- 
subject. A pamphlet on "Library rooms burgh library had been the organizer and 
and buildings" was issued by the A. L. A. first librarian of the Madison (N. J.) pub- 
Publishing Board as one of its tracts. He lie library. She joined the A. L. A. in 1900 
joined the A. L. A. in 1879 (No. 216) and (No. 1945) and attended four conferences, 
had attended 18 conferences. No librarian GEORGE B. UTLEY, 
was better known to librarians than this Secretary. 

AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 

Report of the Treasurer, January 1 — May 31, 1913 
Receipts 

Balance, Union Trust Company, Chicago, Jan. 1, 1913 $3,395.29 

G. B. Utley, Secretary, Headquarters collections 4,555.41 

Trustees Endowment Fund, interest 350.00 

Trustees Carnegie Fund, interest 2,509.90 

A. L. A. Publishing Board, Installment on Hdqrs. expense 1,000.00 

Estate of J. L. Whitney 104.34 

Interest, January — May, 1913 28.92 $11,943.86- 



Expenditures 

Checks No. 40-44 (Vouchers No. 615-690 incl.) $3,379.74 

Distributed as follows: 

Bulletin $ 246.06 

Conference 20.70 

Committees 23.50 

Headquarters: 

Salaries 2,125.00 

Additional services 213.30 

Supplies 177.91 

Miscellaneous 155.45 

Postage 78.48 

Travel 85.00 

Trustees Endowment Fund (Life Mem.) 150.00 

C. B. Roden, Treas. (J. L. Whitney Fund) 104.34 

A. L. A. Publishing Board, Carnegie Fund interest 2,509.90 5,889.64 



Balance Union Trust Co $6,054.22 

G. B. Utley, Balance, National Bank of Republic 25o!oO 



$6,304.22 



James L. Whitney Fund 

Feb. 4, 1913, Principal (Union Trust Co. of Chicago, savings acct.) $104.34 

Respectfully submitted, 

C. B. RODEN, Treasurer 
Chicago, June 1, 1913. 



